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Minutes 

Executive Council meeting 

18 February 2026 

17:00-20:00 CET 

 
Location: 

Online, via zoom. 

 

Voting members attending: 

 

Yuri Biondi (SASE Treasurer) 
Antonio Botelho 
Marta Castilho 
Virginia Doellgast (SASE Past President) 
Nana de Graaff 
Elizabeth Gorman 
Tine Hanrieder 
Barbara Kiviat 
Carly Knight 
Tamara Lee 
Imogen Liu 
Elsa Clara Massoc 
Andrea Mennicken 
Roberto Pedersini (SASE President) 
Kim Pernell 
Agnieszka Piasna 
Marc Schneiberg (SASE President-Elect) 
Arianna Tassinari 
Megan Tobias Neely 
  

Non-voting members and participants: 

 
Gokce Basbug (Network Organizer Forum Chair) 
Annelies Fryberger (SASE Executive Director) 
Alya Guseva (SER Co-Chief Editor) 
Akos Rona-Tas (SER Co-Chief Editor) 
Patricia Zraidi (SASE Financial Officer) 
 

Not attending: 
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Lucio Baccaro 
Timur Ergen 
Aldo Madariaga 
Valeria Pulignano 
Leonard Seabrooke 
Matthias Thiemann 
Elizabeth Thurbon 

Agenda 

Opening Items 

1.​ Welcome (Roberto Pedersini, SASE President) 

a.​ Warm welcome to new Executive Council members: Carly R. Knight, Tamara L. 

Lee, Imogen T. Liu, and Agnieszka Piasna  

b.​ Minutes from last meeting - July 2025 (Roberto Pedersini, SASE President) 

Motion to approve the minutes from the July 2025 Executive Council meeting. Motion 

seconded. 

Motion passes, 14 voting in favor, none against, 2 abstentions.  

2.​ Information point: date for June 2026 Executive Council meeting 

The next Executive Council meeting will take place in the afternoon of June 30, 2026, on 

the premises of Sciences Po, Bordeaux. 

3.​ Update on Bordeaux conference (Roberto Pedersini, SASE President) 

The exceptionally high numbers of submissions for Bordeaux forced the organizing 

committee to impose acceptance rates for the first time, of 70% for networks, 50% for 

mini-conferences. A fourth day was added to the conference, and additional space for 

sessions was added in the University of Bordeaux in order to accommodate more 

submissions. With these measures, we are able to open registration normally, without 

restricting participation to certain days, as long as attrition rates are similar to those of 

past years. If this is not the case, we will have to re-evaluate. Roberto Pedersini 

expresses his warmest thanks to the local organizing committee for their efforts in this 

difficult situation.  
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The issue of not all networks being willing to organize virtual sessions is raised. It is 

decided that as part of the network governance discussion, this needs to be taken into 

account. It is important that it be clear that the decision to organize virtual sessions 

comes from the Executive Council, and networks are expected to comply with this.  

4.​ Report on RISE 2025 (Marta Castilho, member of local organizing committee) 

Marta Castilho presents the theme and program of the conference, as well as the 

featured program. Participants were primarily from Brazil, with participants from other 

Latin American countries also represented. Proceedings from the conference will be 

published online: Reunión Iberoamericana de Socio-Economía | Rise-sase.  

Financially speaking, the conference costs were covered fully by the fees collected, 

support from SASE, and by some grants.  

5.​ 2025-2026 committees (Roberto Pedersini, SASE President) 

Via email on 10 October 2025, SASE President Roberto Pedersini gave the provisional 

committee assignments to the Executive Council, with a request that these be approved 

by the Executive Council. A motion was raised via email and seconded:  

Motion to approve the tentative list of committee members, with the understanding that 

council will be informed of all final committee assignments after those invitations have 

been finalized. 

Motion approved, with 17 voting in favor, 0 against, no abstentions. 

During the virtual meeting on February 18th, 2026, Roberto Pedersini presented the 

final committee assignments, for approval by the Executive Council. 

Motion to approve the final 2025-2026 committee assignments. Motion seconded.  

Motion approved, with 17 voting in favor, none against, no abstentions. 

6.​ Nominations committee (Elizabeth Gorman, committee chair) 

Elizabeth Gorman briefly presented the slate for Executive Council elections in Spring 

2026. 

7.​ Climate Study proposal from Network S (Roberto Pedersini, SASE President, on behalf 

of the proposers) 

The Network S organizers proposed to the Executive Council to facilitate a study to 

better understand the environmental and climate impacts of the SASE conferences. The 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zu_qhV7RscE4NSEaxODlzOxoTif-qfD5/view?usp=sharing
https://risesase.wixsite.com/rise-sase
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Executive Council views favorably the idea that SASE would make the necessary data 

available for such a study. The Council also requests that similar studies conducted in 

other organizations be reviewed, before SASE makes a study of its own. It is also pointed 

out that geographical diversity is desired for SASE conferences, which is likely contrary to 

climate goals of reducing emissions from participant travel. It needs to be clear that 

SASE conferences have diverse goals, and these should also be considered in such a 

study. Nonetheless, a study to clarify SASE’s climate impact would be useful for internal 

discussions on conference models and locations. Therefore, the Council charged the 

Executive Director with coordinating with the study proposers, to better understand the 

budget and aims of the study, and to bring a final proposal for such a study to the next 

meeting.  

Motion to have the Executive Director pursue the proposal from Network S, clarifying 

details on budget, comparative studies, and what the aim of the study would be. Motion 

seconded. 

 

​ Motion passes, with 15 members voting in favor, 1 against, and 1 abstaining. 

 

Financial items  

8.​ SASE Financials (Yuri Biondi, SASE Treasurer and Annelies Fryberger, SASE Executive 

Director) 

a.​ 2024-2025 Financial Report 

i.​ The treasurer and the executive director give a summary of the report. 

The good news is that the Montreal conference generated a surplus, 

allowing SASE to bolster its reserves. Nonetheless, SASE’s reserves are not 

yet at the level mandated by the Executive Council, so prudence is still 

necessary.  

 

b.​ Projected Budget 2025-2026 (Bordeaux conference) 

i.​ Update on conference fees: lunch and welcome reception are no longer 

included, as they can no longer be covered, due to rising costs detailed 

below.  

ii.​ Updated costs for the Bordeaux conference: The welcome reception was 

initially planned at Sciences Po for 800 people. We now anticipate 

1500-1600 participants on site, and the caterer at Sciences Po cannot 

accommodate these numbers. Therefore, the welcome reception will be 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xt4pq8Lht7v-TcQ9zWS1s5CBeuWA1OWj/edit


5 

moved off-site, which means that we have the additional charge of 

renting a facility for the reception. Participants will be asked to pay $10 

per ticket, which will partially offset these costs. Due to the rise in 

participation, we will also need to hire additional rooms at the University 

of Bordeaux (we are charged a fee for these rooms, while rooms at 

Sciences Po are in-kind donation), and pay associated security, staff, and 

catering costs for this. Furthermore, registration will need to be moved 

into a tent outside the building, in order to prevent the gathering of large 

numbers of people within the building. This tent is a new budget line. And 

finally, the addition of a fourth day to the conference implies additional 

catering and staff expenses. As these additional expenses are calculated, 

some may require either Executive Committee or Executive Council 

approval.   

Motion to approve updated 2026 conference budget as it stands currently, with further 

approvals to be decided as necessary. Motion seconded. 

​ Motion passes, with 14 voting in favor, none against, and 2 abstaining. 

Future conferences 

9.​ Proposed future conference locations (Annelies Fryberger, SASE Executive Director and 

Roberto Pedersini, SASE President) 

a.​ 2027 Glasgow (Marc Schneiberg, SASE President-Elect) 

Marc Schneiberg expresses his enthusiasm for the Glasgow conference, emphasizing the 

strong support from the local organizers and the quality of the conference venue. The 

venue also has a higher capacity than in Bordeaux, and we have the option of a 4-day 

conference if necessary. However, it should be noted that the costs for this conference 

are higher, although hotel and restaurant costs for participants will be lower - such that 

the overall cost for participants, even if fees do have to be raised, should be less than in 

Bordeaux or Montreal. This will be communicated to participants. 

A finalized budget is not yet available, but will be presented for a vote at a later point. 

The projected budget shows that the facility rental fees are much higher than in previous 

years, but given that the location is in a city, with easy access to food options nearby, we 

can adjust catering to not include food during coffee breaks and make lunch optional, 

which will give us some savings. All of this will be borne in mind, to make sure we do not 

have to raise fees to a prohibitive level. 
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The deadlines for the 2027 conference are also presented, with one change to previous 

years: the registration deadline will be earlier in 2027, in order to have a final program 

earlier.  

b.​ 2028 Vancouver (University of British Columbia) 

The Executive Director states that she is currently negotiating the budget for this 

conference, as well as determining the capacity for the venue. The question now is if a 

final budget and contract should be drawn up, and this location pursued, or if other 

options should be considered. 

Concerns about European members attending are raised, especially given the current 

financial constraints in the academic sector in Europe, and countered with the ease of 

accessibility for Asian and American members, especially given that SASE has not been 

on the North American west coast since 2016. Currently, a conference in the US is not 

feasible, and Vancouver is a highly desirable location. It is noted that EGOS recently had 

a very well-attended conference in Vancouver. It is highlighted that the projected budget 

will need to assume lower participation than for European conferences.  

Motion to approve bringing the SASE conference to UBC in Vancouver in 2028. Motion 

seconded.  

​ Motion approved, with 15 voting in favor, 2 against, 1 abstaining. 

c.​ 2029 Slovenia 

The Executive Council is asked if the idea of bringing the conference to the University of 

Ljubljana, Slovenia would be welcome. There is strong support from the Social Sciences 

faculty of the university. If this is an acceptable option for the Council, the details will be 

investigated. 

Motion to approve bringing the SASE conference to Slovenia in 2029, subject to final 

approval. Motion seconded. 
 
​ Motion approved, with 15 voting in favor, 2 against, 1 abstaining.  

All other business 

10.​Presidential Search Committee (Virginia Doellgast, chair) 
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Presentation of presidential candidate for election: Dorothee Bohle. It is highlighted that 

recent presidents were primarily sociologists, and international diversity was also a 

priority in the search for a candidate. Doro Bohle is based at the University of Vienna 

and is a political scientist. She has been involved in SASE for some time, serving 2 terms 

on the Executive Council.    

Motion to approve Dorothee Bohle as SASE Presidential candidate for 2026. Motion  
seconded.  

 
Motion approved unanimously. 

 
11.​Network Governance (Andrea Mennicken, Network Oversight Committee chair and 

Gokce Basbug, Network Organizer Forum Chair) 

 

Three issues are at hand: the relationship between mini-conferences and networks, the 

growth in the number of mini-conferences and networks, and streamlining of 

network/mini-conference practices - bearing in mind the autonomy of networks. Some 

of these aspects are beyond the remit of the Network Oversight Committee. It is 

highlighted that Gokce’s presence in the meetings of the Network Oversight Committee 

has been very helpful. 
 
​ The question of what guidelines should be applied for networks and mini-conferences in  

order to respect venue capacity is raised. In addition, it is asked if all networks should be  

required to hold virtual sessions or not. Some council members express concern that 

some network organizers refuse to organize virtual sessions, and a desire for common 

guidelines on this point is expressed. The question of the number of participants per 

panel is also raised. These questions are difficult to resolve for the SASE staff, as they do 

not have a framework for guiding the conference organizing process, as relates to 

network and mini-conference organizer decisions on the number of participants they 

accept. When submissions exceed venue capacity, this lack of framework becomes very 

problematic. The need for guidelines on this point is emphasized.  

 

Historically, SASE has had very high acceptance rates - often close to 100%. For 

Bordeaux, there was an attempt to enforce 70% acceptance rates for networks, and 50% 

for mini-conferences, due to a surge in submissions and limitations on venue capacity. 

This was an ad-hoc decision, made by the President in consultation with local organizers, 

and was difficult to enforce and revealed coordination issues amongst organizing teams, 

as well as creating tremendous frustration, especially for mini-conference organizers. 

Clearer guidelines for managing a surge in submissions are necessary, and should be 

developed in consultation with network organizers.  
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It is proposed to form a committee to look at policies for network governance generally, 

in consultation with the network organizer forum, to address the issues of how to 

manage a surge in submissions, how to determine what the share of mini-conferences in 

the conference should be, and whether greater uniformization amongst networks is 

necessary (for virtual panels, size of panels, submission requirements, what kind of 

review of submissions is expected, etc.). 
 

Approval of ad-hoc committee on network governance - members being Marc 

Schneiberg (SASE President-Elect), Andrea Mennicken (Network Oversight Committee 

chair), and Gocke Basbug (Network Organizer Forum chair), with explicit permission that 

they may recruit further members, including from Network Organizers, with a deadline 

for recommendations of June 30th. Motion seconded. 

 

​ Motion approved unanimously. 

12.​SER Advisory Board members (Akos Rona-Tas, Co-Chief Editor of SER) 

Akos Rona-Tas explains the renewal process for the SER Advisory Board, and presents 

two new members to the Executive Council: Donald Tomaskovic-Devey and Juliet Schor. 

These positions were vacated by Jens Beckert and Neil Fligstein, whose terms expired. 

Don was an associate editor of SER, now is chief editor of ASR. Juliet is an honorary 

member of SASE and a featured speaker in recent years. Both are well-known, respected 

scholars. 

 
Motion to approve 2 new SER Advisory Board members, Donald  

Tomaskovic-Devey and Juliet Schor. Motion seconded.  

 

​ Motion approved unanimously.   

13.​Procedure for budget requests 

It is raised if SASE should have a procedure for budget requests, as the organization does 

not currently have one. It is decided that the Executive Director shall make a proposal 

for an internal procedure at the next meeting, with specific criteria set out. 

End of meeting 
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