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Minutes 

Executive Council meeting 

8 July 2025 

13:30-18:30 EST 

Hybrid 

 
Location: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85960276457?pwd=fzGAqhps5V0YgKABBFMUDnzcr5oLix.1 

and 

Téluq - room 12042  

Le 5800 St Denis, 5800 Saint Denis St, Montreal, Quebec H2S 3L4, Canada 

 

Attending 
 

On-site, voting members: 

Nina Bandelj (SASE Past-President) 

Chiara Benassi 

Yuri Biondi (SASE Treasurer) 

Antonio Botelho 

Virginia Doellgast (SASE President) 

Timur Ergen 

Elizabeth Gorman 

Tine Hanrieder 

Kathryn Ibata-Arens 

Andrea Mennicken 

Roberto Pedersini (SASE President-Elect) 

Kim Pernell 

Valeria Pulignano 

Arianna Tassinari 

Matthias Thiemann 

Megan Tobias Neely 

 

On-site, non-voting members and participants: 

Victor Chen (Chair of the Network Organizer Forum) 

Annelies Fryberger (SASE Executive Director) 
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Alya Guseva (SER Co-editor in chief) 

Akos Rona-Tas (SER Co-editor in chief) 

Marc Schneiberg (Elected SASE President-Elect, term beginning after 2025 conference) 

Diane-Gabrielle Tremblay (Chair of the local organizing committee, Montreal) 

Enja Herdejuergen (WAG committee member) 

 

Online, voting members: 

Caroline Arnold 

Barbara Kiviat 

Aldo Madariaga 

 

Not attending, excused: 

Lucio Baccaro 

Marta Castilho  

Elsa Clara Massoc 

Nana de Graaff 

Elizabeth Thurbon 

Michelle Hsieh 

Leonard Seabrooke 

Agenda 

1.​ Welcome (Virginia Doellgast, SASE President) 

a.​ Hearty thanks to outgoing Past-President Nina Bandelj 

b.​ Congratulations to President-Elect Marc Schneiberg 

c.​ Congratulations to Yuri Biondi, re-elected as Treasurer 

d.​ Hearty thanks to outgoing Executive Council members: Caroline Arnold, Chiara 

Benassi, Michelle Hsieh, Kathryn Ibata-Arens, Virag Molnar, and Kevin Young 

e.​ Warm welcome to incoming Executive Council members (term to begin after the 

2025 conference): Tamara L. Lee, Imogen T. Liu, Agnieszka Piasna, and Carly R. 

Knight 

f.​ Congratulations to re-elected Executive Council members: Aldo Madariaga and 

Arianna Tassinari 
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2.​ Approve minutes from the 12 December 2024 Executive Council meeting  (Virginia 

Doellgast, SASE President) 

It is briefly highlighted that the minutes include excerpts from the Network Oversight 

Committee report and a draft statement on the Israeli/Palestine conflict. 

Motion to approve the minutes from the 12 December 2024 Executive Council meeting. 

Motion seconded.  

Motion passes, 14 voting in favor, none against, no abstentions.  

3.​ Information point: date for February 2026 Executive Council meeting 

The next EC meeting will take place in February 2026, when the Executive Director  

returns from sabbatical. A doodle will be sent to determine the exact date. 

4.​ Update on Montreal conference (Virginia Doellgast, SASE President and Diane-Gabrielle 

Tremblay, chair of the local organizing committee) 

An update is given on the organization process of the 2025 conference, with thanks 

expressed to the local organizing committee. It is highlighted that SASE will hold its first 

annual meeting of members during the conference, on the 11th of July, 7:30-8:30am.  

5.​ Executive Director Report (Annelies Fryberger, SASE Executive Director) 

A brief update on the financial situation of the Montreal conference is given. Relief is 

expressed that, despite the high costs of organizing the conference in a convention 

center, the projected budget roughly balances, with hopefully a small surplus for the 

reserves.  

6.​ Proposed Addendum to SASE Code of Conduct (Virginia Doellgast, SASE President) 

An addendum to the SASE Code of Conduct is proposed, which reads as follows:  

Individuals in leadership positions within SASE (including, but not limited to Officers, 
Executive Council members, committee members, Network Organizers, and 
Mini-Conference organizers) are SASE members, and thus bound by this code of 
conduct. If an individual in a leadership position is in any way compromised in their 
ability to perform their duties within the organization in accordance with this code of 
conduct, they are asked to voluntarily recuse themselves from their duties.  
 
Motion to approve the proposed addendum to the SASE Code of Conduct. Motion 

seconded. 
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Motion passes, 15 voting in favor, 1 against, 1 abstention.  

 

SER 

7.​ SER Review Committee (Kevin Young, chair) 

a.​ SER Review committee report 

Committee chair Kevin Young briefly presents the report, and a discussion follows of the 

place of SER in the US and EU compared to other journals. The Executive Council warmly 

welcomed the report and celebrated the success of SER, additionally thanking the 

committee for the exceptional report they produced.   

8.​ SER Annual Report (Alya Guseva and Akos Rona-Tas, SER Co-Chief Editors) 

The co-chief editors present the annual report, highlighting the new contract OUP, in 

force since 1 January 2025, which involves shifting from a profit sharing model to 

royalties. Additionally, the new contract grants SASE members free subscriptions to the 

journal, while previously these were billed to the association.  

The Council discusses the possibility of making SER content available to AI companies for 

the purpose of training large language models. OUP is regularly approached for this, and 

so far SER has opted out. The Council largely expresses discontent with the prospect of 

including SER in AI licensing deals, despite the financial compensation for the 

association. Some argue that SER content is already being fed into large language 

models, and that the association may as well financially benefit. But in the end, the 

Council chooses not to conduct an official vote on this point, and instead conducts a 

straw poll:  

Should SER be included in future AI deals with OUP? 
0 votes in favor, 10 votes against, 0 abstentions, 6 votes possibly yes, based on specific 

conditions. 

9.​  Renewal of SER Editor Term (Virginia Doellgast, SASE President) 

Current SER co-chief editors Alya Guseva and Akos Rona-Tas would like to renew their 

4-year term. They may serve a total of two terms. Alya and Akos leave the meeting, a 

very brief discussion takes place, highlighting their dedication to the journal. Their new 

term would run 1 January 2026 to 31 December 2029.   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TpnBteFdRZGOzzVwTj5BBXwIg3LuvPJM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19gGjb0UHVk8ENnQs_wqlO5TatGYXyBnh?usp=sharing
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Motion to approve the renewal of Alya Guseva and Akos Rona-Tas’ term as co-chief 

editors of SER. Motion seconded. 

Motion passes, 15 voting in favor, 1 against, no abstentions. 

 

Financial items  

10.​SASE Financials (Yuri Biondi, SASE Treasurer and Annelies Fryberger, SASE Executive 

Director) 

a.​ Information point: Montreal financials and Budget 2024-2025 

 

The budget for the Montreal conference was briefly discussed, with relief 

expressed that, despite the high costs of the Montreal event, the conference is 

projected to break even, with possibly $20,000 to be added to SASE’s reserves for 

the 2024-2025 cycle. This is short of the reserves provisioning target of $47,500, 

but is nonetheless a positive outcome.  

 

b.​ Proposed change to PPP-based fee structure 

The proposal to base fee levels on World Bank country income levels was 

discussed, with some voices in favor of leaving the OECD/non-OECD distinction in 

place. In the end, it was decided that a PPP-based structure could be used, but 

that the exact thresholds used by the World Bank to determine 4 categories 

based on income would need to be revised for SASE’s fee structure. The precise 

fees for the 2026 meeting were not decided, and this proposal will need to be 

revisited and specified in order to determine the fee schedule for 2026. 

 

Motion to use a PPP-structure for fees, allowing certain countries to be moved at 

the discretion of the Executive Council. Motion seconded.  

​ ​  

Motion passes, 12 votes in favor, 2 against, 2 abstentions. 

 

In December 2025, a proposal for implementing the above decision is brought  

forward by the Executive Committee via email to the Executive Council. The  

proposal outlines a general fee structure for use in future conferences, as well as  

the specific fee structure for the 2026 conference.  

 
Motion to approve the proposal for the 2026 fee structure from the  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XGzrwZ_UrZ__xSLoHHVdZoBGxZis_vpZ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iytfIVCoSy9KbHkfrRavDDob0eV8EBpsdMld30oF4F4/edit?tab=t.0
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Executive Committee. 

 

​ ​ Motion passes, 20 votes in favor, 1 against, no abstentions. 

 

c.​ Information point: SASE Financial Guidelines 

​ ​ These guidelines are important for an American non-profit organization, and  

SASE previously did not have written financial guidelines. This document details 

the financial practices in place for the organization, for bookkeeping, officer and 

staff travel and per diems, record-keeping, and other aspects. Changes to the 

guidelines must be approved by the SASE Executive Committee. The Executive 

Council welcomes this document.  

Future conferences 

11.​Proposed future conference locations (Annelies Fryberger, SASE Executive Director and 

Roberto Pedersini, SASE President-Elect) 

a.​ 2027: Glasgow - University of Strathclyde 

President-elect Roberto Pedersini and Executive Director Annelies Fryberger both 

report positively on their experience during their site visit in Glasgow in the 

spring of 2025. They highlight in particular the very engaged local academic team 

at the University of Strathclyde and the well-equipped, modern facilities available 

for the conference. It is also mentioned that the Digit Centre has again offered to 

sponsor the Early Career Workshop, and that the City Council of Glasgow will 

sponsor a welcome reception for all participants.  

Motion to hold the 2027 SASE Conference at the University of Strathclyde, in 

Glasgow, Scotland, 1-3 July 2027. Motion seconded. 

Motion passes, 16 votes in favor, none against, no abstentions.  

b.​ 2028: Halifax  

The possibility of bringing the SASE conference to the Halifax Convention Centre 

is discussed, with Executive Director Annelies Fryberger reporting very favorably 

from her site visit in winter 2024. The issue is raised that SASE would not benefit 

from the funding offered by the Halifax Tourism Board if the number of 

participants dropped below 900. If we indeed were not able to mobilize enough 

participants to receive the ICAF grant, the conference would end up running a 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GEPQvFxvXcXhEqiAYWWnrWYg41qYYO0a/edit
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significant deficit. The board expresses that there is a non-negligible chance of 

ending up with a conference of under 900 participants and thus we run the risk 

of taking a financial hit that the organization cannot afford. SASE runs its 

conferences with a very tight financial margin, and we would not be able to make 

up for the ICAF funding if we lost it. 

Motion to bring the SASE conference to Halifax in 2028. Motion seconded. 

Motion fails, 1 vote in favor, 12 votes against, 4 abstentions. 

c.​ Other future possibilities discussed: 

●​ Tallinn, Estonia (possible dates: 28-30 June 2028, 27-29 June 2029) 

●​ Vancouver (UBC) 

●​ Ljubljana, Slovenia (European Accounting Association previously held a 

large conference there) 

●​ Strasbourg, France 

●​ Leuven, Belgium 

●​ Berlin, Germany 

●​ Cologne, Germany (ESPA held there in 2024) 

●​ Ideas outside of Europe/N. America: South Korea and Taipei 

The possibility of a fully virtual conference is discussed but does not meet 

general enthusiasm. Support is however expressed for the continuation of the 

virtual component of the conferences, as for the Montreal conference. Hybrid 

sessions are not viewed favorably. 

Committees 

12.​Ad-hoc Committee on Issuing Public Statements (Roberto Pedersini, committee chair) 

a.​ Report  

 

This committee was formed with an online vote on the 3rd of April, 2025. 24 members 

voted, with 88% voting in favor, 4% against, and 8% abstaining. Composition of the 

committee was approved 30 April 2025 with an online vote: 15 votes in favor, 1 against, 

1 abstention. 

 

The committee’s report is discussed, and the process for issuing public statements is 

presented.  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TOw08v0Fgt5wN-1vyOPONx3YiRnjnC9E/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102696616981732723619&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Motion to approve process for issuing public statements from the statement committee. 

Motion seconded. 

 

Motion approved, 16 votes in favor, none against, 1 abstention. 

 

13.​2025 Nominations Committee (Kim Pernell, committee chair)  

a.​ Nominations committee report 

Kim Pernell briefly presents the committee report and warmly thanks all who agreed to 

be on the ballot. 

14.​2025 Women and Gender Forum report (Enja Herdejuergen, WAG committee member) 

i.​ WAG report 

ii.​ WAG budget request  

Enja Herdejuergen presents the activities of the WAG forum over the past year. She then 

leaves the meeting so that the Council can discuss the budget request. 

In the discussion, it is highlighted that at a future Executive Council meeting, a 

procedure for budgetary requests should be established - whether these come from 

networks, committees, or interest groups within SASE. 

 

Motion to approve WAG budget request. Motion seconded. 

 

Motion approved, 15 votes in favor, 1 against, 1 abstention. 

 

15.​Network Oversight Committee report (Arianna Tassinnari, chair) 

a.​ Report  

i.​ Point 2.1. in report - vote requested on proposal for process of approval 

for mini-conferences.  

ii.​ Point 2.2 in report - vote requested on proposed revisions to process for 

new network applications. 

iii.​ Point 2.3 in report - vote requested on proposed process for network 

name change 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11F314-b51nwOablqyhGD5SEn75tEJ78H/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PTCPZLU0MN9JXb_u6t8c9xfC5_GN7WPq/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17qO5DzMJo2mjqLalnJvsh6KM31fHaRyL/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KZ70BXUpilfA4D6ZYFcLDjkk5h8MhARM/view?usp=sharing


9 

iv.​ Point 2.4 in report - vote requested on proposed process for periodic 

review of networks 

​ The issue of how to judge whether a mini-conference intends to become a network or  
not is discussed. Two options are presented: either a question about intent could be  
added to the mini-conference application, or successful applicants could be asked once  
they have been accepted.  
  
Motion to approve points 2.1 through 2.4 in the NOC report. Motion seconded. 

 
Motion approved, 15 votes in favor, none against, 2 abstentions. 

 

b.​ Revised network application: Geoeconomics 

The Geoeconomics network application is discussed, as is the general procedure for 

approving new networks. The NOC expresses its support for the formation of the 

Geoeconomics network. The Network Organizer Forum representative also expresses 

the general support from network organizers for the formation of this new network. 

Executive Council members express concerns about the number of existing SASE 

networks, as well as overlaps amongst them.  

 

Motion to approve Geoeconomics network application. Motion seconded. 

 

​ Motion fails, 8 voting in favor, 5 against, 4 abstentions. 

After the vote, it is requested that feedback be collected to send to the applicants, which 

shall be done via email after the meeting. In the email exchange on this, a motion is 

raised to re-vote on this application.  

 

Motion to vote again on the question of transforming the geo-economics 

mini-conference into a network. Motion seconded.  

 

Motion approved, 14 votes in favor, 3 against, 1 abstention. 

 

This triggered a re-vote on this network application, which passed with 14 voting in 

favor, none against, and 1 abstention. Thus, this network application is approved, and 

SASE will welcome Network V: Geoeconomics for its 2026 conference. 
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16.​Network Organizer Forum (Victor Chen, forum chair)  

The input of the NOF was considered at various points during the meeting, notably for 

the Geoeconomics network proposal and the question of future conference locations.  

 

END OF MEETING 
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